
The Varna Samooha Approach to 
building script knowledge 



The Hindi varna mala has been  regrouped into 
6 varna samoohas

Note: The selection of akshara sets was based on criteria developed with teachers over one  year. The varna samoohas are 
introduced chronologically and cumulatively
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Children are introduced to sound symbol relationships through concrete 
objects



They learn to identify beginning sounds of familiar words through 
activities



They engage with the sounds and symbols aksara chart in a variety of 
active ways



Children combine the sounds of written symbols to construct their own 
spoken words



Now they draw pictures to depict the meanings of words they have 
constructed



Children play word building games with 
akshara flashcards



Children's written words and drawings are displayed in the 
classrooms 



Word walls are used for displaying words and  these words are used for 
playing word games

In addition to words constructed by children some words in the word 
walls are also from the read aloud books and poems



Some children use flash cards to make sentences



Others read a poem made  from the akshara set with the help of the 
relevant akshara chart



They use flash cards to construct phrases from 
a varna samooha poem 



Children connect with lived experiences to make deeper connections with written 
symbols and words.



6 Varna Samooha bags with colour coded 
material  

Each bag contains:
• A teacher handbook
• An akshara chart
• Akshara flash cards
• Poem posters
• Assessment and tracking formats
• Worksheets

Classroom based videos are provided
in the set

Supportive resource material


